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SHORT RAMBLE 

Through fome Parts of 

FRANCE and ITALY. 

<HREE Gentlemen, of 

great phyfical abil- 

ties, who had attended me- 

_ from time to time, during the 

 courfe of an obftinate indif- 

B pofition, 
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pofition, finding at laft that I 

would not {wallow one ounce 

more of any ftuff from the 

Apothecary’s fhop; upon a 

folemn Confultation, in whic 

it was ‘debated, “whether to 

ftew ine ae Buxton, or boil 

me at Caldas, or fend me to 

freeze in the cold fteel {prings 

of Pyrmont, at laft agreed to 

fentence me to a Sea-voyage, 

for the recovery of my Health. 

Accord=: 

i 
ee a 
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Accordingly, on the eighth of 

April, one thoufand feven hun- 

dred and feventy,; I went on 

board the Roman ‘Eagle, betta 

for Italy ;. and, after :eight and 

twenty days eapenegsc of all, 

the weather to which the feas. 

om expofed, from an infipid 

find ‘Calm, to a raging 

Storm, the yea/ty edcoeieliten 

me afhore at Genoa. 

B 2 After 
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After a dangerous paflage 

from GRAVESEND to the 

Downs, through fhoals and 

narrow winding channels, 

which, as the weather hap- 

pened to be boifterous, em- 

ployed all the attention and 

dexterity of a fkilful pilot, 

the firft objet I can re- © 

collet to have ftruck me, was 

the mad, favage, tyger= wai 

_ leopard-like rapa as and 

motions 
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motions of the mulfitudinous - 

fea, in crofling the mouth of a 

ftormy Gulf, which they told 

me was the Bay of Biscay. 

Sailing round the North-weft 

of Sparn and PortTvucat, 

you obferve a coaft naked, 

barren, and uncomfortable, 

without any thing entertain- 

ing to the eye, Entering the | 

Straits, we came very near 

MonTE SINcE;* a heap of 

* Ape’s Hill, in Englith. 
Bio %y — rocky 



TAY ve 
rocky hills upon the: coaft of 

BARBARY, inhabited, if there 

is any meaning in its name, 

by, the moft deteftable of all 

animals. But unhappily. we loft 

the fight of GIBRALTAR, by 

pafling it under night. Our 

next amufement, as to:profped, 

oe a view of the ftern, inhof-~ 

pitable, favage mountains of 

GRANADA, covered with, eter- 

nal fnow. 7 : 

The 
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_ The appearance of CENOA 

\ a the fea, Y had always 

heard reprefented'as fuperd. I 

thought it agreeable and ele- 

gant;. but was not ftruck 

with its. magnificence, till I 

found fuch ftreets and palaces 

as are. not to be met ae 

in every town. How happy 

I. am, not to have been at 

the head of the Britihh mi~ 

niftry, fome time between 

B 4 twenty 
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twenty and thirty years ago, 

when I fhould very probably, 

in a: hot fit of vengeance, have 

rolled her trembling pies in 

Jinoaky ruim!—O good God! to 

demolifh a Able city; where | 

doubtlefs many onal amiable 

Men live, as wellasa sec num-= 

ber of lovely Women! — It is 

fricbtful to think of it! But, 

thank Heaven, they have all 

efcaped my blind national re- 

f{entment ; 
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fentment ; hick mutt have 

involved great numbers of in- 

nocent People, in the fame 

| fate with hove few who had 

provoked my indignation. 

In pafling along the ftreets 

of Genoa, a Foreigner who 

comes from fome parts of the 

world, muft foon obferve it, 

as fomething at once particular 

and agreeable; that no ‘one 

there, 
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there, from the highef} to, the 

loweft, ever flops, or turns 

round to look at a ftranger. 

Were you ever fuch an, out- 

landifh. Fith, they mind Wes 

nomore than if you was one 

of themfelves.. When. you 

enter the idleft. Coffee-room 

there, they don’t, like-a Bancal 

of ill-bred Boobies, ftare at. 

: you as if you were a Shew ;. 

neither does. the whifper go 

round, 
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round, ‘“ Who’s this ? whence 

comes he? what’s his Bufinefs: 

here?”’* Nor-do; the: Ladies, as 

you meet them, turn up: their 

nlofe, becaufe. they never faw 

you warues ¥ don’t mention 

this natural good fenfe and po- 

litenefs as peculiar to GENOA ; 

you find it, as far as my obfer- 

vation goes, in every Town 

throughout: FRANCE and 

ITALY, © 

5 The 
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The Palaces at GENOA are 

adorned. with the moft elegant 

of dll Furniture, fine Painting 

and Sculpture; ‘and are riot 

obligingly acceffible to all. ” 

decent feeghee crn to Sa- 

vages: For I remember, that 

happening to be one of a 

Crowd who were with Bh | 

eafe and complaifance admitted 

to fee the paintings’ in the 

PALLAZZO Durazzi; not one 

of 
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of the whole Herd, except my~ 

-felf, and perhaps two or three 

more, who were loft in the 

‘mob, had the decency to pull 

off his hat as the Lady of the 

Houfe paft through an apart- 

ment where we were engaged 

in admiring the Pictures. 

‘What makes this {till the more 

‘painful’ to the memory, and 

indeed the more aftonifhing, 

the Countefs Durazzo was not 

only 



(4) 
only young and handfome; 

but to judge by her Appear= 

ance and behaviour atthe Play, 

‘where I had feen her oftener 

than once, particularly fenfibleé 

and well-bred. _ 

From Genoa, a Boat of fix 

oars, called a Felucca, ae a 

Navigation of two nights and 

a day, landed me at Gomso;; 

from whence I had a oe 

agree- 
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agreeable Drive, of two 

feagues, to Pisa. After ad+ 

miring the fituation ‘of that 

tetiow aed: City, more ‘than its 

Curiofities, I proceeded to 

FLORENCE, impatient ‘to fee 

the Grand Duke’s ColleGion,. 

and patticularly the ‘celebrated. 

VENUS. 

This Goddefs did not appear’ 

to. me that vain wanton 

con{cious triumphant Beauty 

I ex= 
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I expected, from the defcription 

of ane Travellers, to find her. 

On the contrary, fhe looks 

timorous, bafhful and coy; 

almoft diftreft and unhappy. 

In her prefent Henin: you 

would think it muft coft the 
gallant God of War himfelf, a_ 

great many ftratagems and 

wanton Tricks to conquer her 

delicate, dignified, _ celeftial 

Prudery. You don’t perceive 

4 Pin 
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inher that amorous Fire, that 

Meaning, thofe | Expreffions, 

which make even an ugly wo- 

man charming. As to Shape 

andPerfon, nothing canbe more 

perfeCtor exquifite, though fome 

Connoifeurs. complain that her 

-“Ancles’ are. rather too thick, 

I believe they are miftaken: 

but™ there’ are people who 

‘think the only‘office of a critic 

is to difcover Faults; and they 

aes may 
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may fometimes fucceed in that, 

who are too dull ever to relith 

a Beauty. . 

As to the other wonders of 

the Crand.Dakete Gallery, and 

the Lribuna, they have either 

already been, or foon will be, 

defcribed by Genius’s of much 

fuperior Lights to mine.—So, 

jogging on from FLORENCE 

to RoE as a mere Traveller; “ 

you'll 
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you’ ll fee from the Top of Vi- 

TERBO early on a morning in 

- Summer or Autumn, the diftant 

| Hills afleep, like Whales upon a 

white Sea of Clouds. I can’t, | 

at prefent, flay to explain the 

meaning of this Obfervation, 

as it is : natural for a Traveller, 

deeply {mit with the Love of 

ancient and modern Arts and 

Sciences, to drive on with the 

moft precipitate impatience to 

Rome, é 

G 2 After 
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After viewing the melan- 

choly carious remains of old 

. Roman Architecture; amongft - 

which, the Amphitheatre of 

Trrus, commonly called the 

“COLLISEO, that contained 

feventy-two thoufand Specta- 

tors of inhuman Shews, makes 

a moft ftupendous Figure; 

you'll be delighted with the 

elegant mmersifibence of Sr. 

PETER’S, which expands its 

ample 
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ample Arms with a paternal, 

Benignity to receive ‘you. 

Notwithftanding its extenfive 

Size, the Grandeur and Dig= 

nity of its appearance, it is 

much more gracious and invit- 

ing than awful. But the foli- 

dity of the Pillars, which fup- 

port its fublime Cupola, is fo 

weakened by the Chevalier 

~Bernini’s conceited Screws of 

flairs, and fo hollowed with: — 

C 3 four 

Sot yn a 

fs 
i 

. 
Z 
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four niches, to make room for 

his clumfy Evangelifts ; that a 

moft noble Building, which 

might have ftood as long as the 

_ Pantheon, already begins to 

erack into hideous Flaws, and 

muft make a horrible cruth 

long before its natural Time, 

The powers of MICHAEL 

ANGELO were fill greater, as 

a Statuary and a Painter, than 

ag 
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asthe ArchiteCtofST, PETER’s. 

In the CAPELLA SISTINA 

you behold a prodigious difplay 

of fublime, melancholy, and 

dreadful Imagination, The 

‘Figures of the Prophets and 

Sybills upon the cieling, for 

noble Simplicity, and various 

expreflions of folemn Medita~ 

tion and divine Enthufiafm, 

are above the common Standard 

of hvinan Nature. His Last 

C4 ; DAY, 
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Day, which fills the upper 

ahdvef, the Chapels duspail 

ficently terrible. However, a- 

midft all its dreadful folemnity, 

the Captain. of the infernal. 

Felucca, at.the bottom. of the 

Piece, with his Cargo of Pas 

Lriots, is a ridiculous Puas, 

MICHAEL ANGELO ~ could | 

have. made him .a dreadful 

figure, but not with thofe- long 

io tharp.cars; he might almoft as 

well 
. 

¢ 5.4 & 
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well have dreft him in a Chan- 

cellor’s wig, and ftuck a blue 

Cockade upon his hat. But 

there is no Perfection in hus 

man nature, nor any great 

work without fome Flaw, 

' .Thofe fublime produdtions 

of an paiceliauce Genius, 

might be much improved by a 

| few free Touches of a common 

Houfe-painter; who with a 

brufh 
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bruh dipt in whiting, could in’ 

a very fhort time dath out all 

the infipid dirty mob of un- 

meaning Figures that difgrace 

the fide walls of the Capella 

Sifina. ‘This fimple operation 

would throw fuch a light upon 

the Paintings, as could not fail 

greatly to heighten their effect. 

| For the Capella is at prefent — 

more gloomy than one would | 

with. And indeed many. capi — 

tal 
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tal Pictures both in ITauy 

and FRANCE, are in a great 

meafure loft for want of fufi-. 

cient Light, or from difadvan- 

tageous Lights. Often in their 

Churches you cannot fee the 

bottom of a fine Picture for — 

tall Candles and Crucifixes. 

What is ftill more tantalizing 

and provoking, you cannot fee 

fome firft-rate PiGures, for a 

great glaring window, either 

above, 
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above, or beneath, or on one 

or both fides of them. It is 

hardly fufficient, one would 

imagine, merely to poflefs thofe 

admirable works of Genius, 

If they are not fhewn to advan- 

tage they are loft, and might 
as well be packt up and depo~ 

fited in a warehoufe or a lum~ 

ber garret. Prapee Situation 

and Light are furely as necef~ 

fary to a Picture, as good Exes 

cution 
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cution is to a piece of Mufic, 

or as reading well is to the 

Performances of a writer, 

whether in verfe or profe. But 

the moft mortifying Circum- 

fiance of all, to a Lover of 

Painting, is that many Pictures, 

both in France and Italy, 

which ought to laft to the 

general Conflagration, are fo 

_ unmercifully expofed to all the 

_ rudenefs of the Elements, that 

3 fome 



( 30) 
fome of them are already 

almoft quite effaced and ie 

nifhed; and upon others the 

weather will in a fhort time 

finifh what the bafe thievith 

cowardly frdtched of Gothick 

Envy had begun. 

I happened luckily to come 

to Rome juft before the an- 

nual Exhibition of the Cartons 

in Tapeftry. They are in all 

twelve ; 
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| twelve ; -clumfily copied, but 

you can eafily judge that the 

{even preferved in England are © 

the beft. The fubjects of the 

remaining fiveare the Nativity, » 

the Mafflacre of. the Children, : 

the fae the, Defcent 

_ of the Cloven Tongues of Fire, 

ait alkdea Gest 

Raphael, feems to be a very 

Mrange fubje& for a pidure, 

and has a moft unnatural effect. 

2, The 
—) 



Ae 
The laft of the five is the 

Converfion of St. Paul. Upon 

confidering thofe bungled Imi- 

tations of fuch divine Origi- 

‘ials, one would with, ant 

was poflible, to fee fuch copies 

of them’as you might expect 

from the Manufactory at the 

Gobelins, in its prefent ftate 

of Perfeétion. 

- As to the capital pieces of 

| ancient Sculpture at Rowe | 

| To 



To fay any thing of the cele- 

brated LaAocoon could only 

be repeating what muft have 

been often faid before. | For 

the Torso, I refer you to the 

| Wontaietrs and thofe: who 

admire it after.one another by 

report. For me, my admiration 

ait fos from the | anatomical 

Truth, the natural mafterly eafe 

to. be traced in this deplorable 

Fragment:-which I fhould very 

fii D: probably 3 
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probably ae paft without 

the leaft notice ; if I had not 

feen it mounted upon a hand- 

fome Pedeftal, furrounded with 

an iron rail, and known. that 

it was the celebrated Study of 

Michael Angelo. 

The ANTINOUS is a nici 

fhaped, infipid young Man, 

But the ApoLto! —If I was 

a Woman, I fhould be more. 

I 10, 
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in love with the APoLLo than 

as a Man I am with the 

_ Venus. For [have feen many 

women ‘hem Peiid prefer 

to the ane us; but never fuch 

4 beautiful graceful: fublime 

figure of a man as the Apollo 

is.—I haye heard fenfible people 

fay that 2 man has nothing to 

do with beauty—That a man is 

 handfome enough if | he does 

- not frighten his Horfe, is a 

D2 coarfe 
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coarfe kind of Proverb. But 

is: Beauty confined to one fex? — 

Ifyou have a handfome mare, 

does it fignify nothing what 

an awkard clumfey beaft your | 

horfe be? Beauty moft cer- 

tainly belongs equally to both 

fexes; and a_ difagreeable- 

looking man, let his face be 

never fo’ fmooth fleek and 

blooming, is no lefs difgufting 

than 
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than an ill-favoured woman, 

whofe countenance is either 

infipid or has bad expreffions. 

For it is not a fine complexion, 

it is not even regularity of fea- 

tures — it is meaning, it is 

fweetnefs, fenfe and fpirit that’ 

makes Beauty ; and an indif- 

ferent or even a difeufting” 

Woman to one may be an 

- Angel to another. 

haa B Ie Mankind 
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Mankind are naturally cu- 

tious to fee the Faces and: Per- 

fons. of fuch as have been 

Sia ent for Talents or Qua- 

lities either very good or very 

bad: and-from this principle 

chiefly I find a particular En- 

tertainment in» good Buftos 

and Portraits. JULIUS CESAR 

by the Buftos I faw of him, 

feems anxioufly and unhappily 

ferious: a fevere attention and 

application 
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application of mind is expreft 

in his fenfible Countenance ; 

which appears marked with 

ftrong lines of Care, and the 

. Fatigues of a vigilant unre- 

mitting Ambition. Some Tra-= 

vellers, if I. am not miftaken, 

have difcovered a ftriking re- 

femblance between the Buftos 

of TiBERius and CHARLES 

the Second of Great Brit- 

TAIN. For my part, I could 

D 4 not 
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‘fet find it. ‘The :Head > of 

Tiserius to the bef of my: 

Memory is ‘remarkably flat? 

The face is rather {mooth, and 

has. an ait of vacancy that | 

ears nothing either good- — 

natured or genial; with fome- 

thing like an affected Smile; 

which is the worft of . all 

Frowns. A -primitive rural 

Simplicity, a happy {miling 

familiar unaffected Benignity, 

invites 
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invites you in the Buftos of 

the Emperour TRAJAN, whofe 

character as a great a8 a good 

man has .never been difputed. 

i PERTINAX, . whofe great 

merit from the fhortnefs se 

ee Reign is too little Laowe, 

you fee a ftrong Expreffion 

may Firmnefs, good Senfe 

and Honefty; and - scare AN 

the ae and Air of | a 

fenfible, pleafant, santas 

good-natured man. MeEssa- 

LINA 
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LINA is not fo handfome as 

perhaps you would expect to 

find her; but you have not 2 

fair View of her, as fhe ftands 

with her back to the wall, and 

an impertinent Window behind. 

NeERo, by one particular Buft 

of him, is a mere vulgar 

Ruffian aiming at your Throat. 

His mad priehe CALIGULA, 

has a ftrong refemblance of his 

hhandfome Mother the elder 

AGRIP= 
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AcRipPpina.—Butas this is an 

endlefs fubjet, I don’t chufe 

to engage myfelf any further 

in it. 

_As you may fuppofe I have 

by this time lived in ITALY 

above two months, I reckon 

mylelf perfeGly acquainted 

with the Manners, Genius,. 

and Difpofitions of the People; 

in which I find a confiderable 

Variety ; 
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Variety ; but?for the fake of | 

Method I chufe to divide them 

-into three clafles, the. good, 

the bad, and the indifferertt: 

Each of which I fhall exhibit 

to your View fome other time— 

if I don’t forget. At prefent I 

thal aly. obferve, that there 

are many good, more bad, and 

a great majority of indifferents. 

I have fome time fince been 

informed - 
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informed by an agreeable and 

worthy Friend, that by leaving 

Rome too foon; I: loft a fa- 

vourable Opportunity of being. 

introduced to feveral perfons of. 

great Diftinction; particularly 

to one of the fineft * Cestiein 

of the Age, at the fame time ; 

tt elegant Writer both in 

Profe and Verfe; with whom I 

: might 

a His rete the Cardinal de Ber- 

nisy Minifire Plenipotentiaire from the 

French Court. 
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might have enjoyed the honour 

and happinefs of converfing, 

without the Difgrace and auk- 

ward fatigue of murdering any 

Language one is notaccuftomed 

to fpeak. ‘This Lofs I confider 

as a ferious Misfortune, and 

fhall lament it as long as I live. 

I thould probably have had 

the Honour too of being pre- 

{ented to the Pops along with — 

fome 
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fome Engl/b Gentlemen, who 

had an audience of his Hou1- 

~ NESS foon after I left Rome. 

Though there may be fome- 

thing aukward and impertinent 

in what, as a fuperficial Spec- 

tator, I am going to fay; 

CLEMENT the fourteenth has 

an appearance and manner very 

agreeable. If one may prefume 

to judge from a few tranfient 

Views, there is a pleafant 

good- 



good-natured “Archnefs in his 

Look, which is loft in all the 

Coins and Pictures I have feen 

of him. He ‘is extremely 

‘well fpoke of, both as to Abi- - 

lities, Spirit, and Difpofition ; 

and though turned of fixty, may 

live to do a great deal of good. 

Particularly as they fay he 

is much. difpofed to éicontage 

Agriculture, for which there is 

great room and no little need, 

in 

oe ee a ee 
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ina large Extent of flat melan= 

choly idle Defart, whofe rich 

Soil, for want of Cultivation, 

exhales fuch a putrid malig 

nant Vapour, that in the heats 

of July and Auguft it is 

reckoned almoft mortal to Tra- 

vellers ; while the few Inhabi- 

tants lead an anxious miferable 

Life, under perpetual Appre- 

henfions of a malignant Fever, 

which is only not quite pefti- 

- lential. 

E As 
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As I came to Rome rather’ 

late in May, when almoft alf 

the Englifh had left it, I found 

it impoflible to make up ¢@ 

Partie for a journey to 

-NapLes; and to travel alone 

is not by any means to my 

Tafte: though it was after- 

wards my Fate to make a foli- 

tary enough Journey, of fix 

days, from Rome to LrEc= 

HORN, in Company with my 

5 Own 
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‘own Servant, the Vettirino; 

and two Mules. 

"After having enjoyed above 

a fortnight of domeftic’ Happ 

nefs with a worthy old Friend, 

in the agreeable Society of two. 

{mall Families who lived moft 

cordially together on the Side. 

of MonTE NERO, a roman- 

tic Mountain, which affords 

great Variety of Situation to 

i 2 oR ae 
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a number of little Villa’s, and 

looks over the Sea at about the 

diftance of four Englifh miles 

from LecHorN: I procured 

at laft a place ina fmall Veffel 

called a YZartan, bound for 

MARSEILLES; where we ar- 

rived after a Voyage of five 

days. 

‘The’ Captain, a native of 

MARSEILLES, waS a good~ 

natured. 
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natured obliging Man, and did 

every thing in his power to 

-amufe my folitary Situation ; 

for my trufty Valentian and 

I were‘his only Paffengers— 

During this little Voyage it 

was fomething to me particu- 

larly remarkable, that con- 

ftantly every a the Captain 

read the morning and evening 

- Service out of the Mzi/al to his 

Crew : from which, as he was 

Ki no 
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no Methodift, I concluded it ta 

be an univerfal Practiceamongft 

Pinan tials Sailors, And 

it were-devoutly to be wifhed, 

that in fome Proteftant Coun- 

tries, there was more Attention 

paid than there is to the fpiri- 

tual knowledge and difcipline 

of the lower People, Tt would 

have’ a civilizing effe& upon 

their Manners; and make them 

~ both much, happier in ee 

felves, 
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felves; and more valuable | 

Members of Society. 

» At MaRsEILLES, which is 

a pleafant agreeable Town, my 

great Briel, was to obferve 

~ the poor Galley Slaves induf- 

trioully plying their different 

‘Occupations, eee ane in Ha 

own Booth upon the Keys; a 

very Gates taining walk. As 

far as i eaderieah Phifiog- 

TA nomy, 
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nomy, very few of thofe un=-— 

happy People Looked worfe 

sigs the common run of Man- 

kind. But, what is moft 

ferioufly deplorable, many of | 

thofe poor Creatures have loft 

their Liberty, and are condemned 

to a life of nafty mifery and 

ignominy for {mall Offences ; 

fuch as the unexpiable Crime 

of having murdered a royal 

Hare or Partridge, or a moft 

noble 
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noble Pheafant.—What a pre- 

cious Bleffing is’ Liberty? But 

like Health, People ‘are’ per- 

haps never properly fenfible of 

its Value till they have loft ‘it. 

However, a Debauchee who 

has no Family nor Connexions, 

may ufe his-own Conftitution 

as freely as he pleafes; -but no 

Patriot has any right by an 

indecent intolerable Abufe of 

his own Liberty to fport away 

mine, 

That 
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That part of PROVENCE and 

DavupHINy through which 

the road runs from Mar= 

SEILLES to LYONS, aa a mea~. 

gre hungry look, and. is in 

general a naked Skeleton of a 

Country; yet richer than it 

feems ‘to be after Harvelt is 

over, in which bleak and bald 

condition I faw it. For the 

Vine, » though a picturefque 

Plant, makes no great figure in’ 

a 
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a.Land{cape; and the Olive 

with all his-balfamic Bounties 
is an uncomfortable Creature to 

look at; not much more genial 

than the Willow. 

At Lyons I paft three .or 

fs days very agreeably = 

which I owed chueay: to the 

polite humane unaffected At- 

tention _ of Mr. Chapeaurouge, 

a worthy young Gentleman, a. 

Merchant 
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Merchant and Banker there; 

upon whom I had credit from 

Mr. Conclere, another agree- 

able young Gentleman.of the 

fame Bufinefs at MARSEILLES, 

Leaving Lyons, and wil~ 

ling to efcape with all poflible 

expedition from my own So- 

ciety, I made what Speed I 

could to Paris, where I ex- 

pected to find myfelf at home. 

| Nor — 
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Nor was I difappointed: For 

there, befides the good Luck 

of meeting with feveral agree-- 

able old Acquaintances, I was 

very foon introduced to a new 

Set; whom I found extremely 

obliging, and much to my 

Tafte. 

« PARIS as a City does not 

much fhine with oftentatious 

Graces; for the Hotels, the 

palaces 
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palaces where the nobility 

live, are quite retired from the 

Streets, ‘to. whofe’ elegance and 

dignity they feldom contribute. 

ae thing but: a: dead wall: 

In France I expected fomething’ 

more chearful ahd riant thaw 

I found in their Towns 

and buildings. The common 

dwelling Houfes at Paris, to 

judge by a few, which is indeed 

hardly fair, are gloomy, un 

finifhed 
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finifhed and: flovenly; with 

heavy old-fathioned furniture, 

The frequent Fites in Lona 

DON have perhaps one good 

effect ; as they make room for 

daily opportunities of improv- 

ing in the moft ufeful Species 

of Architeture, by which you 

procure one chief Article in 

a happy Life, a. neat cleanly 

convenient chearfyl Habita~ 

tion, 

As 
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As to their royal Palaces 3 

there is an.aim at Magnifi- 

cence in the Louvre, and. its 

neighbouring alii But 

all is ftraggling and imperfed ; 

a great plan of Architecture 

begun by the. zmmortal Louis ; 

Rill advancing with a loitering 

progrefs, and likely to remain 

a dirty, dufty, uncomfortable, 

embarrafling Object of Im- 

perfection, without any rea~ 

fonable 
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fonable profpe@ of its eve? 

being finifhed,’ or much re= 

gret perhaps if it “never 

fhould. <A building carried 

on at a great Expence, for the 

Reception of Kings that pof 

fibly enough will never pafs 

a night at Parisi However, 

it does fome good by employ- 

ing People that might other- 

wife ftarve, or prove trouble- 

fome Members of Society. 

FE The. 
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- The little Garden belong- 

ing to the Palais royale is a 

chearful rendez-vous for the 

gay people who pafs great part 

of the forenoon in the publick 

Walks. But the TAuilleries is 

a Spot not guite fo agreeable 

as I expected to find it. One 

end is a melancholy Grove of 

tall trees divided into walks; 

but. it fame appear that: 

there is ever any verdure be- 

4 low. 
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dow. Vhe ‘other,) next: the 

‘Buildings, is an’ infipid naked 

Parterre, diverfified with whim- 

dical trifling Flower knots and 

“borders, in what.is commonly 

‘called the Dutch Tafte: tho’ 

‘it feems to prevail. not-a little 

in France and Italy. too;. where, 

as far as I had accefs to know, 

the: Gardens» are.’ fufficiently 

Gothick, - oaatthead difagree- 

able, and*in general much neg- 

fected. . 

Zoe Fo 2 A better 
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A better Tafte in Gardening’ 

has within thefe few years 

fhot up in England than I be- 

lieve any other Country in 

Europe can fhew. I fay within 

thefe few years; becaufe in 

-this Obfervation I don’t include 

_ fome Gardens that have been: 

jong celebrated : Some for 

neatnefs, regularity of Walks, 

fmooth-fhaven Terrafes and 

Hedges, and perhaps a Canal 

5 of 
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of fill water with a Fall acrofs 

of about half a foot high: 

Others for fuch Statuary work 

as would be laughed at even in 

Weftminfter-Abbey ; or a con- 

ceited difplay of unmeaning 

ArchiteQure in Obelifks, Py- 

ramids, Columns, Bridges, 

Ruins, Temples, and other 

impertinent wiadh that flare 

you es the Face at every Turn- — 

ing, Yes, you muft erect a 

¥ 3 Temple 
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Temple of. Concord, truly! 

of, Fortitude, to be fure!— 

of Public Spirit, an’t pleafe 

Heaven !—of the Mu/fes, of | 

Tajte, above all Things in the 

World !—and nian a Tem- 

ple of Friendfbip, to the Me- 

mory of one’who at heart de- 

{pifed you.—I would down with 

all thefe unmeaning imperti-~ 

nent childifh Ornaments in a 

great hurry.—I° would — not 

bom= 
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bombard them, becaufe they 

may fupply materials for fome 

is of Architecture, ai 

might with great Propriety and 

fome Ufe adorn your Garden 

_much more effectually than all 

thofe mif-placed abfurd fantaftic 

‘Trifles. “The Architecture of 

a Garden fhould confift of 

the Gardener’s houfe; with a 

number of little neat Cottages, 

for the reception a fuch honeft 

coer tine Way fober 
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fober induftrious cleanly Peo- 

ple as are employed in the 

various: Operations of the Gar- 

den, or the different Branches 

of Hufbandry in your Farm. 

Others by way of a. comfort- 

able Retreat for fuch of your 

fuperannuated Servants'as have 

- deferved better of you than to 

be thtowh upon the Parifh; to 

flarve naftily, and end their 

days in melancholy mifery 

amonelt 
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amongft a herd of beaftly pros 

phane Wretches. “A large 

triclofure for Poultry anid Birds 
of different kinds, which will 

add to the agreeable and ufeful 

Variety of your Garden, will 

tequire a fmall habitation fot 

the Matron who fuperintends 

that innocent amufing Family. 

It is needlefs to mention the 

Green-houfe, or the Orangerie3. 

but the Garden is a’ very pro- 

. per. 
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per place for your cold Bath, | 

The Bee-houfe may be a fine 

rural Ornament ; the Dairy as 

neat and elegant a little Build- - 

ing as if it was the Temple of | 

Pales; and the-Larder might 

in miniature imitate the Tem- 

er of the four, or if you 

pleafe the eight Winds. "Tho? 

moit. Grottos are extremely 

filly and childith, I would not 

def{pife one by way of Repofi- 

tory 
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f tory for your ColleCtion of cu- 

rious Shells, fub-marine Plants, 

Pebbles, Minerals, and Foffils 

of every kind; and at the fame 

time an agreeable Retirement 

with a few Friends in a hot 

afternoon. ‘But neither in the 

Garden nor- any where elfe 

would [ admit that unnatural, 

though . univerfally admired 

Ornament, of which Tam fur- 

prized that nobody has ever, 

to \ 
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to my knowledge, hitherto 

complained ; that. monftrous 

Conceit, that aukward Struggle 

againit Nature, called a Sette 

@ Eau; whether it Spirts or 

Spins in ridiculous threads, or : 

boils up in laborious billows, 

A ftream ‘burfting from the 

Side of a Mountain is a grand 

and a natural Obje@; and if 

you have Water enough, the 

beft thing you can do by way 

of 
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of Shew is to fend it without 

eeremony over a Rock, But 

never expect to produce any 

Sight either magnificent, fa 

beautiful, or agreeable, or any 

thing thatis not thoroughly def- 

picable, by labouring to coun- 

ter-act the unalterable Laws of 

Nature, _ 

The beat-monde, or the idle 

People of Fafhion, at ‘Paris 

divide 
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divide their Time very agreé= 

ably. They pafs the greateft 

part of the forenoon as I have — 

juit obferved in the public Gar- 

dens ; where it is a common 

thing to fee the Ladies fitting 

in little Parties, fome knitting, 

others bufy at different kinds 

of  needle-work,  amufing 

themfelves in making up the 

various little’ elegancies of 

Drefs ; and fuch Gentlemen as 

happen . 
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happen not to belong to thofe 

‘Parties, Heke and there loung~ 

ing or fauntring about ith a 

Book in their hand. . They fit 

; down to dinner about. one; 

the public Entertainments wis 

gin at five and continue till 

eight ;. after which they’ pafs 

the time in the public Walks 

till the hour of Supper. As 

to their dramatic Entertain- 

ments, [ frequented them the 

lefs 
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lels; becaufe'I don’t hear very 

well, and the Players in ‘gene= 

ral {peak too faft for: my ear. 

Plowever, 1. muft ‘take: the 

liberty. to obferve, what every 

body that has ever ivean at Paris 

knows, ‘that the Harlequin at 

the Italian Comedy is a plea- 

fant Fellow, who fays a great 

many wild fhrewd fuitvied 

things, to the great mirth and 

entertainment of the Audience; 

very 
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very different from the indecent 

profligate Mute, which, under 

the fame name. amufes the 

‘Town. here, to its own difgrace 

and that of the Englifh Stage. 

This fenfelefs buftling Animal 

Aardly. partakes of any thing 

human except the Figure, and 

 4af-that was not in fome mea- 

fure. difguifed, the moft im- 

pudent Fool an London would 

hardly have effrontery enough 

G to 
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to appear in fuch an unbe- 

coming Part; though it is 

fometimes performed by a 

fenfible modeft Man, who is 

one of the moft pleafant and 

judicious Comedians that has 

for many years enlivened the 

Theatres here. At the French 

- Comedie the Heroes ftalk aboutin 

‘their Bufkins as high I fuppofe 

as eyer: but the Company very — 

feldom exhibits a Tragedy of 

Corneille, 

‘= 
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Corneille, Racine, or Crebilfon, 

or a Gattiedly of the incom- 

parable Molere. ‘They chufe 

rather to entertain the. Town, 

which feems to be very pafflive 

in this refpet, with fome erie 

pid new Play; I fuppofe be- ~ 

caufe they find it much eafier 

to ficakieald Dialogue, if it is 

ever fo noify pert or frothy, 

than to reprefent a well-mark’d 

Chataéter, and exprefs the 

G2 vartous 
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various Paffions naturally. 

Sometimes the evening’s En- 

tertainment confifts of two 

or three little detached pieces. 

At the fame time they have 

Players who feem to poflefs 

very confiderable Comic pow- 

ers ; and I faw a Lady who 

aeqnitted herfelf with great 

Spirit and Judgment in Tra- 
gedy. One circumftance is 

% remarkable enough, that the 

Players. 
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Players never look fharp out 

for a Clap, nor do they take 

any notice of it when it comes. 

Phaedra never courtelies to the 

Aadihee. for she dondéWiAgk 
“plaufes beftowed upon Made- 

moifelle Du Meful, It is furely 

enough that the Players as 

foon as the Play is over make 

one general Ack owledgment 

to the ee as they do 

with very graceful Bows and 

uebed : 

Mia G 3 In 
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In general there feems to be . 

much good Senfe and Bed nites 

in the Behaviour of the French 

in common Life. I have 

heard much of their Levity, 

but faw very little of it; and 

to me they appear as folid and 

ferious as moft other People. 

Their politenefs and agreeable 

“manners are univerfally ac- 

knowledged. But fome tell 

you this is the effect of Vanity, 

Let 
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| Let it be granted for once: 

| Whatever be the Caufe, I like 

‘the Effeét.—And pray what 

Nation is not vain? What 

Individual is not, in one Shape 

or another; at leaft as far as. 

love of Praife belongs to Va- 

nity. Vanity is at the bottom 

of moft human aii: good 

or bad; juft according to every | 

one’s Tafte of Fame. And 

| though your Manner and 

G4 — Con- 
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Converfation may be deeply 

' enough tinétured with Vanity, . 

Ihave no objeétion to it as long 

as it does not fhock mine—To 

be pleafed with one’s felf I fup- 

pofe belongs to the Idea of Va~ 

nity : Yet furely it is. one-of the 

kindeft Gifts: that Heaven has 

- beftowed upon feet Nature; 

and without it you can neither 

be happy im ~ yourfelf, nor 

bpipeaitone to others. . 

After 
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” After all, it is making but 

‘an ungrateful return for civil 

Offices to fuppofe them: the 

\effeat of mere Vanity. There 

is fomething deteftably unge- 

nerous and malignant in this 

way of thinking. While you 

are treated with great attention 

and complaifance, and perhaps 

eve at a great expence, can. 

you be fo unmannerly and 

impertinent as to whifper to 

your Neighbour, But there's 

1a 
@: 
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no Sincerity in all this—WWhat 

Sincerity d’ye want or. expect? 

e—What d’ye mean by Sin- 

cerity '—Are you always dif- 

truftful of a Perfon’s Sincerity 

except when he’s faying or 

doing fomething to difoblige 

you !——It is furely time enough 

to complain of a man’s infin- 

cerity when he has come {hort 

of his Profeffions to. you; 

when he flatters you to your 

face and laughs at you as. foon 

| as 

w 
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as your back is turned; or 

| when it appears that he has 

been cajoling on purpofe to 

over-reach you. 

But why not charitably af- 

| cribe the French Complaifance 

: to Humanity; and the pleafure 

of obliging ? If it were poffible 

| to compare things of this Na- 

| ture, perhaps France, not- . 

| withftanding the agreeable be- 

: haviour of its Inhabitants in 

2 general, 
* 

‘ 
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general, could fupply as many 

Inftances of difinterefted. Hu- 

-manity Friendfhip and Gene- 

_ rofity, as any other Spot equally 

populous in Europe ; fuppofe it 

even where the original Man- 

| nets of the Natives are the 

- Jeaft corrupted with civil Edu- 

 €ation, and ne Infection of a 

polifhed Society—I have my 

eye at prefent upon two par- 

ticular Inftances of their native 

Humanity | 
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Humanity and Good-nature, — 

. At Paris, if two people quarrel 

| in the Streets——inftead of mak- — 

ing a Circle round them to 

enjoy the Sport, under the 

_ pretence of preventing foul« 

_ play, every body runs to part 

“them. But you'll fay, thisis 

| mere Vanity, and there's no 

Sincerity in all this.—— 

‘i Thereis fomethingextremely 

I amiable 
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amiable in the common beha+ 

viour of the French to. their : 

Domspies whom. they treat 

with an engaging Familiarity, 

and ‘almoft upon the footing 

of Companions. It muft be 

one of the moft. difagreeable 

and mortifying Circumftances 

of Servitude; to thofe «who 

perhaps were born: with as 

delicate Senfations as their Su- 

-periors, to be kept conftantly 

at 
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at a forbidding Diftance, and 

by a cold fupercilious Behaviour 

made inceflantly to feel their 

Subjettion. The condition 

| of an humble Dependant, 

a mesa? Inferior, whofe 

Lite? ak eae degree you 

have ‘purchafed fora certain 

Term, ought to be facred from 

all needlefs hardthips, from 

all Mortifications and ‘Indig- 

nities. The: French are’ re~ 

markable 
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ea eable for the practice of 

this. moral Etzquette;. and I 

_ believe they are not the worfe — 

ferved for it. 

Before I Sah this. tedious 

account of things, which per- 

haps many of my Readers 

have feen at much more leifure, 

and refledted upon. with more 

tafte and judgment than I can 

pretend to have done; I think 

it 
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it not impertinent ‘to obferve 

that’ the moft grievous Tax 

upon the Pleafures -of travel 

Lai in fick parts of France 

and Italy as 1 have feen, is the 

—_ of Cleanlinefs in -their 

‘Houfes and ‘Cookery. ~The 

Dutch are extremely neat in 

-moft things; but the Englith 

‘for univerfal Cleanlinefs per- 

haps excel all other Nations in, 

Europe. .Yet in one or two 

EH: articles 
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varticles the French are faid to 

be more delicate: For inftance, 

‘they never drink after. one 

_ another out of the fame Cup. 

“It is to be withed that this piece 

of Delicacy were more com- 

monly prattifed in Britain: But 
people are not apt to feel much.» 

diftrefs from thofe  floventy 

habits to which they have 

been accuftomed from their 

Infancy. In England too, 

| : “with 

a 

salt as ee 
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with all its Cleanlinefs, there 

is fome room to be apprehen- 

five of a Practice fo nafty that 

it is almoft too horrible to be | 

mentioned ; and it never fhould, 

but as an attempt to give fome © 

Check to it. For in this Cafe, 

- to difcover the Difeafe makes 

you mafter of its Cure. Thave 

oftener than once—before din-~ 

ner—in the Kitchin of a Lon- 

‘don Tavern, found one of the 

H 2 Waiters 
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Waiters—under the hands of — 

his Frifeur'!—How far the 

practice of this and ane Ope- 

rations very imiproper for the 

Kitchin, which ought always 

to be moft inviolably clean, 

may extend over the habitable 

World, it is difficult to faye 

But fatty abominations may 

happen in Families gi the moft 

pertect ei: efpecially 

where 
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where the Ladyiof the Houfe 

. mever fees her own Kitchin. 

So much for the Travels of : 

Mr. Lancelot Temple, ae 

fay. His account of fome 

things might have been more 

exact than perhaps they are; 

if he did not write entirely 

from Recollection, and with- 

out fo much as one Scrap of a 

Note 
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Me 

Note or Memorandum. For 

he never dreamt of expofing 

his Zravels to the Public till a 

good while after his Returne ” 

The END, 
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